Appleby Magna Allotment Society

Growing in our Community
Rectory Lane, Appleby Magna. DE12 7BQ
www.applebymagnaallotments.co.uk

A Guide to The Appleby Magna Allotment Society

W

e welcome you to join in
the friendship and
camaraderie we strive to develop
for the benefit of the members of
the Appleby Magana Allotment
Society and our Village Community.

Equal opportunities

Once you have reserved your plot you
have to sign a tenancy agreement...

Appleby Magna Allotment Society operate
within the spirit of equal opportunities and
plots are rented out on a first come firstserved basis, without preferential treatment.

Why is a tenancy agreement
needed?

Your gender, race, cultural background,
sexual orientation, religion or health, are not
a barrier to you joining us. If you are over
the age of 18 and live within the Appleby
Magna and Measham area and you can
apply to rent an allotment online at

To become a member you have to complete and sign a membership application
form and a tenancy agreement.

info@applebyallotments.co.uk

The Appleby Magna Allotment Society needs
to ensure that you will manage the land in an
appropriate way during your time as a plot
holder, and ensure that the land will be in a fit
state to rent out again to another person if
you decide to move on.

What plot is right for me?
Remember - taking on an allotment is a
long term commitment. Do not be discouraged when things do not go according to
plan, it happens to us all. Just celebrate
your successes and enjoy the fruits of your
labour and feeling part of our community.
We have a range of plot sizes available:
Plots do vary and you can upgrade or rent
an additional plot if you get the bug!
If it’s your first time and you are not sure
what time you have, why not start with a
Starter plot which is approximately 90 sqm
or a third of a plot, you can then progress to
a Family plot, which is approximately 125
sqm or go for a Full plot which is 250+ sqm.
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When renting an allotment you are taking on
responsibility for a piece of land, which is
entrusted to you.

Everyone renting an allotment plot needs to
understand their responsibilities; the tenancy
agreement formalises this.
By agreeing to the tenancy agreement and
the rules of The Society, you allow us to hold
your details on a database for the purposes
of sending you written and /or electronic information relating to the official business of the
Society.
The rules of the Appleby Magna Allotment
Society can be found on pages 8 and 9 of
this guide.

Good neighbour policy

Y

our desire to garden means you have much in common with your fellow
holders. We choose an allotment for a variety of reasons.

plot

Some see an allotment as their “personal oasis” and value the peace and quiet, others
like to “catch up with local gossip” and value feeling part of the community.
Gardening gives us all a sense of wellbeing and we see our plots as our special place of relaxation as well as providing for our families and keeping us fit.

Whatever your reason…
We all share the high's and low’s of trying to arrange nature into straight rows so here’s a couple of things to bear in mind while you are on your plot...

Water:
The Society pays for our water, which is a metered mains supply from a number of standing
taps situated around the site. With up to 40 plots, you can imagine that in summer water usage
is very high.
Sprinklers or trickle feed hose pipes are not allowed and we ask that hose pipes be used sparingly to fill watering cans or water butts. If possible drought tolerant plant varieties should be
used to minimise the need for excessive water use.

Bonfires:
Bonfires are allowed on the site but we ask that they should not be lit in windy conditions because of the neighbouring cottages. Please do not leave a lit or smouldering bonfire
unattended and be mindful of your neighbouring plot holders. The burning of painted timbers,
plastics and other non-plant material can also cause soil pollution by heavy metals and other
contaminants and must be avoided.

Support:
From time to time we all need a little help. First time allotment holders will discover a wealth of
local knowledge by talking to some of our more experienced gardeners. If you are unable to
do “the heavy lifting” there are members who are only too willing to help you, so if you need
help or advice please ask, we’re all here to help you get the most out of your plot.

Sheds & Greenhouses:
If you want to erect or replace a shed or greenhouse or poly tunnel, please apply to the committee who will consider your request. Providing that the size and position is acceptable and
does not shade your neighbours plot we can usually accommodate you.
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Roads & Pathways:
Will be improved to allow easy access to all areas of the site. There are two main car parking
areas, one at the top entry, and the other area in the centre of the site, which is also used as
a vehicle turning area. When parking your car on the main access roads, please spare a
thought for others who need to pass and keep tight to the edge of your plot so they can pass
safely.

Disposal of pesticides and fertilisers:
Plot holders should contact their council waste management department for information about
facilities for the safe disposal of surplus pesticides and fertilisers. Pesticides should never be
included in household rubbish, burnt, placed in skips, or poured into any kind of drainage
system or watercourse.
Control of Pesticides Regulations (amended) (1997) places responsibility on anyone who
uses or stores pesticides to ensure all reasonable precautions to protect the health of
humans, creatures and plants, safeguard the environment and avoid the pollution of water.
For more information on safe disposal of pesticides, please contact: Leicester City Council
Toxic and Hazardous waste hotline - 01162 305 0001

Visitors and children on your plot:
It’s sociable and fun to have friends and family visit your plot – time to show off your hard
work, share some produce, or have a family picnic, but do explain to your visitors and your
own children that time on-site for other plot holders may be the only chance they have of
“quiet time” to themselves. .
Children can benefit from spending time with their family on a plot, developing an awareness
of where food comes from at a time when healthy eating and exercise are becoming increasingly important. Learning and fun can both take place on your plot. Show them where your
plot’s boundaries are, and explain that other people’s plots are strictly off-limits.

Health & Safety:
All activities carry an element of risk and allotment gardening is no exception. Everyone
needs to take health and safety seriously and to approach the issue sensibly.
New and existing plotholders have a responsibility (duty of care) to anyone on their plot, regardless of whether they have given permission for them to be there. You should act responsibly and comply with any health and safety instructions mentioned in the tenancy agreement,
and any subsequent information given by the Committee.
Rectory Lane is quite a remote site and we often spend long periods of time alone on our
plot, so it’s a good idea to let someone know where you are and what time you will return
home. It’s a good policy to have some way of raising the alarm if you do experience
difficulties, such as a mobile phone or whistle.
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Rents and Fees:
The Appleby Magna Allotment Society Committee decides how much the annual rent will be,
taking into account the cost of managing the site, local needs and any special circumstances.
There is a range of plot sizes priced to suit everyone.
Current fees are found on our website www.applebymagnaallotments.co.uk
There is no statutory process of appeal about rent charges. If you are unhappy about the
charges, you should take your case up directly with the Society Committee or The National
Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners NSALG) can advise you, contact details at the
back of this guide.

Security:
We are lucky that the site is not normally targeted by vandals and that we have very little theft
or damage caused to our infrastructure.
In order to make sure that we can maintain our record, please make sure that if you are the
last person to leave the site, the gates are locked and the code number is scrambled. You will
be given the code number when you join and notified of any code changes when they occur.
Plot holders should always report instances of vandalism to the Police and obtain an incident
number, as well as informing the Committee who have to notify the Parish Council of the
incident.

Planting trees:
In the event that you wish to plant fruit trees or any shrub variety that grows to over 10’ you will
have to request permission through the Committee from the Parish Council as the land owner.

Livestock:
Some local Authorities allow
hens, rabbits and bees to be
kept, however The Appleby
Magna Parish Council does not
allow any livestock to be kept on
the Rectory Road site.
Plots are for growing vegetables
and fruit and any annual or
perennial flowers used as attractants for pest eating insects.
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New Plot Holders Guide
If you are thinking about allotment gardening for the first time, here are 10 simple steps
to develop your new allotment plot:
1.

Rotavation (i.e. ploughing of plots) is usually carried
out between November and January, subject to
ground conditions and access.
Please check the plot for metal objects before
rotavating to avoid damaging equipment and causing
injury.

2.

When you start your allotment don’t try and do it all at once.
Put down a weed suppressant membrane over a portion of the garden to kill off any
weeds and just cultivate the area that you feel comfortable with at the beginning.

3.

Dig in early. If possible, turn the soil in autumn, as the winter frosts will break down
the clods of soil. If not, do it in spring, but you will then have the extra task of
breaking the soil down yourself.

4.

Buy good quality seeds and plants to avoid disappointment. You can order from
King Seeds (details at the back of this guide) or buy in bulk with other plot holders
to help reduce the cost of your seeds.

5.

With non-storable crops e.g. lettuce, it is best to plant a little and often, say one row
at a time to avoid waste.

6.

Be sure to thin crops out as they grow to avoid clustering. This will result In better
quality plants.

7.

Pick crops quickly, early and often. Enjoy the food whilst it’s fresh. You’ll enjoy it so
much more and will help you to keep up your enthusiasm.

8.

Tackle problems promptly. The worst thing you can do is leave a problem. There is
help available; speak to the allotment secretary or any allotment plot holder who will
be happy to help.

9.

Be green!! compost, green material and kitchen waste like egg shells and vegetable
peelings in the compost bin at your allotment. It’s better or the environment than
burning it and the compost is great for your plants. Never put any cooked waste in
your compost.

10.

Above all remember; allotment gardening is fun, it’s healthy and it’s a
meet people so the most important thing is to enjoy your allotment.
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great way to

Best time to start?
Definitely autumn or early winter - give yourself plenty time to clear and prepare beds
for the new growing season.

Know your soil:
The simplest test is to pick up a handful, and press it into a ball. If the ball simply falls apart in
your hand, you have a light sandy soil, which will warm up fast but drain fast; easy to work, it
will need organic matter (manure) to help the soil hold water and nutrients better; If the ball
holds its shape and sticks together, you have a heavy clay-type soil, which will not drain
easily. This will be slow to warm up; hard to work, but full of good plant nutrients.
Make the nutrients available by adding organic matter (manure) to increase the air in the soil
and help drainage; a good soil is somewhere in between these two, with a good balance
between sand (helping drainage), and clay (holding nutrients in the soil).
Adding manure and compost can alter the acidity of your soil - it is a good investment to do a
pH test, even with a cheap kit from a garden centre. Add lime to bring your soil back to a
healthy level for your plants - it's best to add lime just before you plant brassicas, as it also
helps controls club-root.

Green Manure:
Don't leave patches of bare soil - try a few of the green manures available. They are a very
easy way of maintaining soil fertility and a healthy soil structure and well worth experimenting
with and available from King Seeds.
Comfrey (best to get the variety Bocking 14, which will not self-seed and become a weed);
is excellent in compost, and as a green manure. Fill a bucket with comfrey leaves (or nettles), cover with water, and leave to stew for a few days. The foul-smelling liquid makes an
excellent plant food. Leave it for 2 to 4 weeks, and you will have a very potent concentration
which should be diluted with at least 10 parts water.

Tips on Composting
Its OK to use the following in your compost heap…
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Garden waste (ie. grass cuttings, hedge clip-pings, pruning’s, old plants & flowers)
Kitchen waste (eg. fruit and vegetable peelings; tea bags/leaves, coffee grounds,
egg shells
Sawdust, wood ash
Crumpled or shredded cardboard
Young weeds, autumn leaves (small amounts only – if not put them in black bin bags
as they rot down and are great for mulch)
Woody pruning’s if shredded to a small size
Pure wool jumpers
Bedding from vegetarian pets such as Rabbits, hamsters and gerbils.

RULES of The APPLEBY MAGNA ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
1.

NAME: The name of the Association shall be the Appleby Magna Allotment Society.

2.

OBJECTIVES The objects of the Society shall be:
(i)

To promote the interests of all members in the gardening activities and to take
joint action for the benefits of all members.

(ii)

To conduct negotiations with the parish council and local authority for the use of
gardening land.
To take action to protect members against damage, trespass and theft.

(iii)

3.

(iv)

To obtain a supply of seeds, fertilizers, tools and other horticultural equipment on
behalf of members.

(v)

Arranging lectures, film shows demonstrations, competitions and other social
events.

(vi)

Co-operating with other gardening associations and environmental organisations
in matters of mutual interest.

(vii)

To ensure allotment plots and surrounding area are maintained in line with provisions laid down by the Parish Council

MEMBERSHIP: The Society shall consist of such persons whose applications for membership are approved by the Committee. Membership of The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Ltd shall be applied for and it shall be a condition of membership to agree to pay such annual affiliation contributions as may from time to time be
prescribed.
If a member wishes to give up their plot voluntarily then they should ensure such plot is
left in a clean and tidy condition

4.

SUBSCRIPTION: Every member shall pay on entry into the Society an annual subscription renewable in January in each year.

5.

ARREARS: Any member who is 30 days in arrears with his subscription shall be held to
have ceased to be a member, unless explanation in writing is given to the Committee of
extenuating circumstances

6.

OFFICERS: The Officers of the Society shall be a Chairperson, a Secretary, and a
Treasurer. They shall be elected at each Annual General Meeting. Retiring Officers
shall be eligible for re-election. They shall be ex-officio members of the Committee.

7.

COMMITTEE: The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Committee of
Management of not less than four members.
The Committee shall retire at the Annual General Meeting but shall be eligible for reelection. Casual vacancies shall be filled by the Committee and the members so ap
pointed shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting. A quorum shall be five
members. (including Chairperson and Secretary).
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8.

GENERAL MEETINGS: The Annual General Meeting shall be held at such time as the
Committee or a General Meeting shall decide. Five members shall form a quorum. At
the meeting the audited accounts and Secretary's Report shall be submitted and the
Officers and Committee for the ensuing year elected.
Special General Meetings shall submitted and the Officers and called upon the
requisition in writing to the Secretary of at least ten members. No party-political or
sectarian discussions shall be raised or resolutions proposed at either Committee or
General Meeting

9.

BANK ACCOUNT: The Committee shall open a banking account in the name of the
Society and all monies received from any source on behalf of the Society shall be paid
into such account. Two out of three signatories shall sign cheques.

10.

AUDITORS: Two auditors shall be appointed, who are not members of the Committee,
to audit the accounts and report thereon to the Annual General Meeting.

The Appleby Magna Allotment Society manage the Rectory
Lane site on behalf of The Appleby Magna Parish Council

ppleby Magna Allotments
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What to do if you have a problem...
Simple things, such as the time you light a bonfire or play a radio may impact negatively upon your neighbour’s enjoyment of their plot.
If a problem arises, you should first try and sort out any differences or misunderstanding.
If you are not able to reach agreement you will need to contact a Committee member. If you
are unsure about the right person to contact, you should speak to the person who first
arranged your membership and tenancy agreement and provide them with a clear written
statement.
The Committee will consider the situation and rule accordingly, the decision will be binding.
A full copy of the disputes procedure is available on the website.

Useful contacts...
We would like to point out that as the allotment site borders onto arable land, we do
have a few hungry Rabbits, Pigeons, Field Mice, Pheasants and Partridges.
They all seem to appreciate our hard work, so you may wish protect your plants with the
relevant netting.
Most of what you need can be found at:
Tamworth Allotment & Leisure Gardeners Association.
Litchfield Road, Tamworth. Tel: 01827 61792
Opening times:
9.00AM to 12.00 Noon Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Annual joining fee: £3.00
Everyone at Tamworth is very helpful, and offers great advice, especially useful for first time
Allotment Tenants. They are substantially cheaper than DIY outlets or Gardening Centres.
Other helpful contacts….

Monks Farm, Kelvedon
Colchester, Essex
CO5 9PG
Tel: 01376 570000 Fax: 01376 571189
sales@kingsseeds.com

Toxic and Hazardous waste hotline:
Tel: 01162 305 0001
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Donna McDaid
O’Dell
Hunters Road, Corby,
Northamptonshire.
NN17 5JE
Tel:01536 266576
Fax:01536 264509
natsoc@nsalg.org.uk

Local Suppliers...
Sunnyside Garden Centre
www.thegardeningwebsite.co.uk
Leicester Road
IBSTOCK
Leicestershire
LE67 6HL
01530 263418

Jackson Nurseries
72 Main Street
Tamworth
01827 373 307

Masseys DIY Store
www.masseys-diy.co.uk
29 Swadlincote Road
Woodville, Swadlincote,
Derbyshire
01283 226414

Newton Regis Garden Centre
www.thegardenstore.ltd.uk
Shuttington Lane
Newton Regis
Tamworth
B79 0AH
01827 830888

Staunton Harold
Garden Centre
www.stauntonharoldnurseries.co.uk
Melbourne Road
Staunton Harold,
Ashby-de-la-Zouch,
Leicestershire

Go on, go for it! Enjoy fresh seasonal vegetables, all with a flavour hard to beat, and that
special quality mark "I grew it myself".
We hope you enjoy the exercise, your home
grown produce and the passing seasons in
this very special part of our village.
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Twycross Garden Centre
www.twycrossgardencentreltd.co.uk
23 Burton Road, Twycross
Atherstone
01827 880883

Russell's Garden Sheds
Gelsmoor Nurseries, Gelsmoor Rd,
Coalville,
LE67 8JF Tel: 01530 222295

Mesh Direct

(Rabbit Netting)

www.meshdirect.co.uk
Unit B5, Fraylings Business Park
Davenport Street,
Burslem
ST6 4LN
Tel: 01782 820970

Richard Denson (Fencing)
11 Bowleys Lane
Appleby Magna
Swadlincote.
Derbyshire.
DE12 7BE
01530 272218

More information can be found
the Society notice board situated at the car turning area, and
at www.applebyallotments.co.uk

Appleby Magna Allotment Society

Come and join us

Rectory Lane, Appleby Magna. DE12 7BQ
To find out more… www.applebymagnaallotments.co.uk
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